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Biography of Madame Chief Justice Debra Todd 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania 

 
 
MADAME CHIEF JUSTICE DEBRA TODD was born in Ellwood City, Pennsylvania, the daughter of the late Harry and Blanche 
McCloskey.  She is married to Stephan K. Todd, Esquire.  Chief Justice Todd is an Honors graduate of Chatham College and the 
University of Pittsburgh School of Law where she served on the Law Review.  She earned her LL.M. Degree in the Judicial Process 
from the University of Virginia School of Law.  She began her career as an in-house litigation attorney for U.S. Steel Corporation.  She 
then maintained a trial practice in the City of Pittsburgh with an emphasis in complex civil litigation.   
 
After serving as a Judge on the Superior Court of Pennsylvania from 2000 through 2007, Chief Justice Todd was elected to the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania in November 2007, and was retained in November 2017 for a second ten-year term.  Justice Todd became the 
first female Chief Justice of Pennsylvania on October 1, 2022.   
 
Chief Justice Todd is an elected member of the Academy of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County and the American Law Institute and is 
an alumna and former board member of Leadership Pittsburgh.  She is a member of the Allegheny County, Pennsylvania and American 
Bar Associations, and is a fellow of the Allegheny County and Pennsylvania Bar Foundations.  She is a member of the National and 
International Association of Women Judges, and the Women’s Bar Association of Western Pennsylvania.  She is a frequent lecturer 
and panelist for continuing legal education programs on appellate practice and procedure, ethics, elder justice, child abuse, and 
veterans’ issues.  She serves as a board member of the Pittsburgh Civic Light Opera.  She served as Chair of the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court’s Elder Law Task Force and is the Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s Liaison Justice to the Advisory Council on Elder 
Justice in the Courts and the Pennsylvania Veterans Courts.  She is a former Board President of Pittsburgh Action Against Rape.  She 
volunteers her time as a high school musical judge for the Pittsburgh CLO Gene Kelly Awards and, for over ten years, coached the 
Seneca Valley Intermediate High School Mock Trial Team.   
 
In 2007, Chief Justice Todd was named the Outstanding Elected Democratic Woman of the year by the Pennsylvania Federation of 
Democratic Women.  In 2008, she was awarded an Honorary Doctorate in Public Service by Chatham University.  She received The 
Legal Intelligencer Women in the Profession 2007-2008 Woman of the Year Award.  In 2009, she received the Cornerstone Award in 
Law from Chatham University.  In 2010, she was awarded the Philip Werner Amram Award for professional excellence and commitment 
to the ideals of the Allegheny County Bar Association as well as the betterment of the greater community.  In 2012, the University of 
Pittsburgh Law Alumni Association honored her with its Distinguished Alumni Award.  In 2013, she received the University of 
Pittsburgh’s 225th Anniversary Medallion, recognizing alumni who have built better lives through their life’s work.  Also in 2013, Chief 
Justice Todd received the Tribute to Women Leadership Award in Business & Professional Services from the Greater Pittsburgh YWCA, 
as well as the Pitt Law Women’s Association’s Marjorie Matson Woman of the Year Award.  In 2015, Amen Corner awarded her The 
Judge Robert E. Dauer Award for Judicial Leadership and Excellence.  In 2016, Pittsburgh Action Against Rape awarded her its first 
Visionary Award recognizing individuals who have made a significant impact in the lives of survivors of sexual violence.  In 2017, the 
Women’s Bar Association of Western Pennsylvania awarded her the Susan B. Anthony Award for promoting equality in the legal 
profession, and the Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law honored her with the Law Medallion Award.  In 2021, Chief 
Justice Todd was named Honorary Chair of the PBA Commission on Women in the Profession.  In 2022, the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Law honored her with the 2022 Judge Ruggero J. Aldisert Distinguished Jurist Award.  In 2023, she was awarded an Honorary 
Doctorate of Laws by Chatham University and was recognized as a Distinguished Daughter of Pennsylvania.     
 
In 2024, The University of Pittsburgh School of Law honored Chief Justice Todd by unveiling a portrait of the Chief to be displayed at 
the Law School; and she was named USA Today’s Woman of the Year for Pennsylvania.   



 
Biography of Judge Kim Berkeley Clark (Retired) 

Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County 
 

 

THE HONORABLE KIM BERKELEY CLARK is a retired judge of the Court of Common Pleas. Prior to her retirement, 
Judge Clark served as the President Judge of the 5th Judicial District of Pennsylvania (Allegheny County) from 2019 
through 2023. She is the first African American to serve as President Judge in Allegheny County. Judge Clark serves 
as a judge of the Family Division, where she primarily hears Juvenile Court cases. Judge Clark served as the 
Administrative Judge of the Family Division from January of 2006 to January 2009 and from 2013 through 2017. Judge 
Clark currently serves as the Chairperson of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Committee of the 
Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency and served as the Chairperson of the Pennsylvania Juvenile 
Court Judges’ Commission from 2015-2022, and the President of the Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network from March 
2020 until September 2022. She is a past President of the Pennsylvania Conference of State Trial Judges and the 
Allegheny County Bar Association. She is a member of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court Juvenile Procedural Rules 
Committee and the American Bar Association Juvenile Justice Standards Task Force.  

Judge Clark is a frequent lecturer, speaker and panelist on subjects such as juvenile law, trauma-informed courts, 
engaging incarcerated parents, implicit bias, servant leadership, and procedural justice at universities and colleges and 
for organizations such as the American Humane Society, the North American Council on Adoptable Children, the 
Pennsylvania Bar Institute, the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, the Association of Family and 
Conciliation Courts, Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, the Pittsburgh Pediatric Society, Pittsburgh Action Against Rape, 
Holy Family Institute and many others. In 2011, Judge Clark was a keynote speaker for the 1st Canadian conference 
on Family Group Conferencing in Toronto.  

Judge Clark has been the recipient of numerous awards including: the Drum Major of Justice Award from the Homer 
S. Brown Division of the Allegheny County Bar Association (2012), and Woman of Distinction in Law from the Girl 
Scouts of Western PA (2012), the Judge Homer S. Brown Award from the Pittsburgh NAACP (2012), the Phillip Werner 
Amram Award from the Allegheny County Bar Association (2012), The Athena Award (2012), the Susan B. Anthony 
Award from the Women’s Bar Association of Western PA (2013), Woman of Legacy in the PNC Legacy Project (2015); 
the Ronald H. Brown Leadership Award from the Urban League of Greater Pittsburgh (2018); the Gwen’s Girls See 
the Best in Me Equity Award (2019), Carlow University Woman of Spirit (2020), the A. Philip Randolph Institute Bayard 
Rustin Award (2022), the Three Rivers Youth Nellie Leadership Award (2023), the Judge A. Leon Higginbotham, Jr. 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Pennsylvania Bar Association (2023), and the Judge Justin Johnson Award from 
Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts (2024).  

In June of 2013, Judge Clark had the honor of moderating a panel discussion on the needs of caregivers of children of 
incarcerated parents at the White House. In November of 2017, Judge Clark received the William H. Rehnquist Award 
for Judicial Excellence. The Rehnquist Award, presented annually by the National Center for State Courts, is one of 
the nation’s highest judicial honors.  

In June of 2023, Judge Clark received The History Makers Award in law from the Senator John Heinz History Center 
in association with the Smithsonian Institution. The History Makers Award is the highest award given by the History 
Center annually, honoring individuals with Pittsburgh roots/connections that have made a lasting influence and great 
impact on the region, the nation, and the world. 



Biography of Joy Flowers Conti, Senior District Judge 
U.S. District Court, Western District of Pennsylvania 

 
 

THE HONORABLE JOY FLOWERS CONTI was born in Kane, Pennsylvania on December 7, 1948.  She graduated 
from Duquesne University in 1970 with a Bachelor of Arts, and was awarded a J.D. degree summa cum laude from 
Duquesne University School of Law in 1973. She was Editor-In-Chief of the Duquesne Law Review.  After graduation 
from law school, she served as a law clerk to Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justice Louis L. Mandrino (deceased). In 
1974, she was the first woman lawyer to be hired by Kirkpatrick, Lockhart, Johnson & Hutchinson, now known as 
Kirkpatrick & Lockhart, LLP. In 1976 she accepted a position as a member of the faculty of Duquesne University School 
of Law. She became a tenured professor of law at Duquesne University School of Law and taught courses in civil 
procedure, corporations, corporate finance, corporate reorganizations and bankruptcy. 

 In 1982, she returned to private practice with Kirkpatrick & Lockhart, and became a partner in 1983. In 1996, she 
joined Buchanan Ingersoll Professional Corporation as a shareholder.  She concentrated her practice on bankruptcy, 
creditors' and debtors' rights, healthcare, general corporate and nonprofit corporation law.  She has authored and 
lectured on bankruptcy and corporate law. 

She is a member of the Allegheny County Bar Association, the Pennsylvania Bar Association, the American Bar 
Association, the Women's Bar Association of Western Pennsylvania, the Federal Bar Association and the American 
Inns of Court – University of Pittsburgh Chapter. She is a former president of the Allegheny County Bar Association 
and former chair of the Allegheny County Bar Association’s Young Lawyers’ Section. She also served as secretary and 
a trustee of the Allegheny County Bar Foundation. She was a Governor-at-Large of the Pennsylvania Bar Association 
and was the chair of the Pennsylvania Bar Association’s Corporation, Banking and Business Law Section. She served 
in the House of Delegates of the American Bar Association, and she is currently serving in the Pennsylvania Bar 
Association’s House of Delegates. She was a co-chair of the Pennsylvania Bar Association’s Task Force on Legal 
Services for the Poor, Part II. She was listed in The Best Lawyers in America while in practice and is listed in Who’s 
Who in America and Who’s Who in American Law. 

She is a member of the American Law Institute and the American Judicature Society. She is a fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy, the American Bar Foundation, the Pennsylvania Bar Foundation and the Allegheny County Bar 
Foundation. She was president of the Historical Society of the United States Court of Appeals for the Third 
Circuit.     She has also served on numerous non-profit boards throughout her career. 

 In 2002, she received the Outstanding Leadership Award in Support of Legal Services given by Pennsylvania Legal 
Services. In 1995, she was the second recipient of the Pennsylvania Bar Association's Anne X. Alpern Award, which 
annually recognizes one outstanding woman lawyer or judge. Also in 1995, she received the Vectors/Pittsburgh Award 
for Woman of the Year in Law and Government. In 1993, she received the YWCA Greater Pittsburgh Tribute to Women 
Award for Professionals and the Allegheny County Bar Association's Pro Bono Award. In 1981, she was recognized 
as one of the 10 Outstanding Young Women in America and as the Outstanding Young Woman in Pennsylvania. 

 



Biography of Maureen P. Kelly, Magistrate Judge 
U.S. District Court, Western District of Pennsylvania 

 

THE HONORABLE MAUREEN P. KELLY was appointed as a Magistrate Judge for the United States District Court 
for the Western District of Pennsylvania in June 2011. She served as Chief Magistrate Judge for the Western District 
of Pennsylvania from 2014 to 2018. 

Judge Kelly was born in Youngstown, Ohio, the oldest of six children in a household influenced by strong Irish-Catholic 
roots. She is a graduate of the University of Notre Dame and Duquesne University School of Law. 

Following law school, Judge Kelly worked as an associate and then partner at Thorp, Reed & Armstrong, where she 
specialized in commercial and employment litigation. In 1999, she joined Babst, Calland, Clements & Zomnir as a 
shareholder, chairing the Employment and Labor Services Group. Her practice primarily concentrated on the litigation 
of issues related to Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the American Disabilities Act, the Age Discrimination in 
Employment Act, as well as restrictive covenants, employment contracts and FLSA collective actions. 

As a trial lawyer, Judge Kelly received the national honors of induction into the American College of Trial Lawyers in 
2007 and the Litigation Council of America in 2008. She was elected to the Academy of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny 
County in 1996 and is a Fellow in the Academy of Trial Advocacy. She was listed in the Labor and Employment Section 
of The Best Lawyers in America® from 2008 to 2011. She was recognized as a Pennsylvania Super Lawyer from 2005 
to 2011 and was listed as one of Pittsburgh’s Top 50 Lawyers and one of Pennsylvania’s Top 50 Women Lawyers. 
She has served in leadership roles as a member of the Pennsylvania State Committee of the American College of Trial 
Lawyers and the Board of Governors of the Academy of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County. 

Prior to appointment to the district court, Judge Kelly served the courts in a variety of roles. She was appointed by the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court to the Interest on Lawyers Trust Account Board and served as Chair for five years. She 
was an appointed member of the Lawyers Advisory Committee to the United States Court of Appeals for the Third 
Circuit as well as Chair of the Merit Selection Panel for the Selection and Appointment of Magistrate Judge for the 
Western District of Pennsylvania. 

Judge Kelly was the founding co-chair of the Allegheny County Bar Association (“ACBA”) Gender Equality Committee. 
She has served as chair of the ACBA’s Civil Litigation Section Council as well as an elected member of the Judiciary 
Committee. 

On a statewide level, she served as co-chair of the Pennsylvania Bar Association Task Force on Student Loan 
Forgiveness and as a member on the Task Force on the Delivery of Legal Services to the Poor. She served on the 
American Bar Association Commission on the Interest on Lawyers Trust Accounts. 

Judge Kelly has always been dedicated to the delivery of civil legal aid to those in need. She served as President of 
Neighborhood Legal Services Association and chaired the annual Equal Justice Under Law Campaign for many years. 
She was a member of the board of directors of Pennsylvania Legal Services from 1996 to 2003. 

In addition, Judge Kelly has been active in civic and charitable organizations. She recently completed a three term as 
chair of the Duquesne University School of Law Advisory Board. She served on the board of the Carnegie Museum of 
Natural History. She was a member of the Advisory Board of the Center for Social Concerns at the University of Notre 
Dame. She has served on the boards of other non-profit programs in Western Pennsylvania. 

Since her appointment to the Court in 2011, Judge Kelly has served as one of the judges overseeing the Re-integration 
into Society Effort (“RISE”) Court, a reentry program. She also serves as chair of the Reentry Courts Committee of the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. 



Biography of Maureen P. Kelly, Magistrate Judge 
U.S. District Court, Western District of Pennsylvania 

Judge Kelly served on the AO Space and Security Advisory Council from 2016 – 2021. She serves on the Third Circuit 
Space and Facilities Committee as well the recently established Third Circuit Workplace Conduct Committee. Judge 
Kelly also serves on various committees for the Western District of Pennsylvania. 

Judge Kelly has been the recipient of awards recognizing her professional accomplishments. In September 2016, she 
was honored with induction as a member of the Duquesne University Century Club in recognition of her exemplary 
record of professional achievement and service to the community. In February 2008, The Penn State Dickinson School 
of Law awarded her the Sylvia H. Rambo Award in recognition of her distinguished legal career and her efforts on 
behalf of women in the profession. In March 2007, the Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network presented Judge Kelly with the 
Outstanding Leadership in Support of Legal Services award. This award recognizes commitment to the delivery of legal 
services to the poor in Pennsylvania. She was presented with the Susan B. Anthony Award in February 2007 by the 
Women’s Bar Association. This award honors an outstanding member of the legal community who demonstrates 
dedication to encouraging and promoting women in the law and maintaining the highest professional standards in the 
courts and legal profession. In June 2006, Judge Kelly was presented with the Dorothy Ann Richardson Award by the 
Neighborhood Legal Services Association, in recognition of service and advocacy for equal justice for all. Judge Kelly 
also was named Woman of the Year in May 2004 by the Women’s Law Association of Duquesne University School of 
Law. She was presented with the 1999 Duquesne University School of Law Outstanding Alumni Achievement Award 
for her achievements in the legal profession and service to the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Other Materials 

 
5. Pennsylvania Rule of Professional Conduct 8.4 

6. Greenberg v. Lehocky 

7. The 2006 ACBA Survey (The Legal Profession: A Study 
of the ACBA Membership 2005) 

8. The 2008 Report and Recommendations of the Gender 
Equality Task Force of the Allegheny County Bar 
Association 
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hfif
jfkfl\md\eb

nMYUMN�WT�NMPoWYUMYRpQXMqMVQXM

���



� �������	
�������������
���
���������������
�
���
����������������������
	���
��������	�
�������������������������������	��������
�������������������������������
���
�������������������	��
����	�
���������
	������
��������
���
������������
	��������
	���
������������������
������������������
	�����������
����������
���
����������������������������
����
�
���������	��

��������
���
������������������� !���"������#�$%�&�����������'��������
��������������������������
���
����������
����������
���
��������
��������������������'����

���
�������������
������
���
����������
����(���������

���
���������	��������
�)�*�+�������������������#�%+����������,����'���������������
�������������������������������������
�����
���������'��
��	��
����������-./012�34564���789.:;8<9.=>�?.9@�78A81B�C2<.:.=>:�DB�E2>F21�

GHIJ�KLMNKONHP KLMNKONHP PNKKLMNKONHP GHIJ�PNKKLMNKONHP QR�RSNQNRQTUVWTXUYVWZ[�\]̂]\�_WV̀�TU\Uab�c]YWTWZ[Tded
fdgd
hdid
jd

k]aY][V
lHQPHI�RO�IHKSRQPHQMmLnHoHpLnH

�����



� ��� ������		�
������	����	�������	�����������������������	����	������	���
���	����������������������������	�������
�	����������������������
����	��������	��	��������������������
��������	��	�����
����	������	���������������������
�����
��	�
������	����	������	���
���	�������������	����������������	�������������� ����
���������	����	����!�
����"���� ���	������������#�$� ���	����������
��%!�
�������	�����&������
�����	����� ���	����������'���(���
����)��������*+,-./�01231��456+78596+:;�<+6=�>.:?:6+:;�>:@+9+/7�AB�C/;D/.�

EFGH�IJKLIMLFN IJKLIMLFN NLIIJKLIMLFN EFGH�NLIIJKLIMLFN OP�PQLOLPORSTURVSWTUXY�Z[\[Z�]UT̂�_̀XaXTUXY�_XZUWU[Rbcb
dbeb
fbgbh[̀W[YT

iFONFG�PM�GFIQPONFOKjJkFlFmJkF

�����������



� ��������	��
�
����������	�
����
����
����������� ������	������������	�������	��
�
����������	���	�
����	
���	�����
����
����������	���	�	�
���	���	������	��	���������	�
����	��	�������	�
����
����
��������	��������
�������
�	���
����
�������	�	�
�������	
�	������������	����	���
����
��������������
���������	������	�����	�������	��������
�������
���������	������	����������	�����������	�
�	��	�����	����������������
���	
���
��	��������	�������	����	��������	���������������	���	�����
����	�
�	��	��������	�
�	���
�����	���������	���	�������		������	�
��
�����
��������	��	���	����������
����
�������	��
��	
 ��������
����
��������������	�	
������!"##�###����"�$�###��	����������	��	�
���
����������%&'()*�+,-.,��/01&23041&56�78�9645:*�78�;*6<*)�==�>0?*2��

@ABC�DEFGDHGAI JKIABEFALC�DEFGDHGAI MAGFNAB�DEFGDHGAI�MKB�IGDDEFGDHGAI JKIABEFALC�IGDDEFGDHGAI @ABC�IGDDEFGDHGAIOPQPO�RS�TUVWTSUXVWRYZ[Z
\Z]Ẑ
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a_

bUcV
dQefghiQhjke�lgmne�gh�lgmeQlgPi�olgnQepfgmeQke�lgmne�gh�lgmeQlgPi�olgnQe

����



� ���������	
���������	
���������	���������������
������������	
�������	���������������������	������� �!���������	����"��#�!����������������$����������������������������
�����������������%�������������	
������&	���� �������������������	
������
�'�����������������	
����������������������
�����������������%����������������(����������)���	%����
����������*���������
����������������������	�����������%����������+#�"��������������
����'�������������!���(�����,�����������������
������
�*%����
�����$�����#�!�����������	�-�	%���������������		��������������	����	%�'#�������������
�������������������������!�����������	�-�	%������-���������������������������-����	����	%�#������������
�����������������������'��!�������	��������	�-�	%������-�����������'�������������������!���
����������-�����' ���������������������+�����������!������.�����������
�����������	
����������,����	%�'��������������
�#������������������	
��������"����%����������&������������������	��������
��������
���������������'��������������	
�������������-����
�����������
�+�������������	������� ��/�!�����������������������������������������	
���������	�����������������������������!��������
����	
����������
��������������������������
������0���1������+�/!������234567�89:9��;<=�>6=?3@7A�B<3C@�BD67�@563E4�F<7�GDH��
IJKLMNOPNMJKQRNQSTUVR�WUXN�VQ�YKZNTUVR�WUXN�[LSMVRN�YKZN[S\NX]̂ _�̀a_bcdef�ĝchd�giaejkj
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